Small Town Secrets…Shhh…





Step away from the hustle and bustle in the charming town of Owosso, Michigan. 

You’ll discover the people and places that embody the essence of Pure Michigan. From artists and writers, to inventors this diverse small town has a decidedly artful bent.
Watch the sunrise over Lake Michigan. Be surrounded by colorful gardens and stunning fragrances at an herb farm, visit the writing studio of famous author, James Oliver Curwood, explore the work of renowned artists and discover the icons from the steam era, the iron horses.
Experience unique culinary events and much more.
[image: ]Some Secrets …are meant to be shared…


Day One
Small town charm greets you as you step inside a riverfront castle built in 1922. The castle was actually the writing studio of one of Americas beloved authors, James Oliver Curwood. His books (many of which were made into movies) were composed in the watch tower of the castle that overlooks the Shiawassee River.
Did you know Mr. Curwood entertained many movie producers at the castle? Discover more interesting stories of the castle and the famed novelist with a guided tour.
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A must see is the Art Center located along the river, just next door to the historic castle. 
This art center is a showcase for local and nationally known artists, featuring nine galleries, an exquisite gift shop and they host a variety of workshops throughout the year.
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Discovering the Iron Horse…….
A must see is the historic Durand Union Railroad Station, one of the most photographed train depots in the United States.
This beautiful 111-year-old depot is also home to the Michigan Railroad History Museum. It pays tribute to the colorful heritage of the railroader, iron horses, and the impact railroads have had in shaping America. 
Rail enthusiasts will love this place!


“ …The lonesome whistle's mournful cry could be heard around the bend…”
[image: ]Known all around the world as the real “Polar Express,” Owosso is home to the world-famous train.   The Pere Marquette 1225, the largest operating steam locomotive of its kind.    
The 1225 embodies the characteristics of the last and most powerful steam locomotives. The Steam Railroading Institute offers weekend excursions throughout the summer and several all-day excursions throughout the year. 
Enjoy the close-up and personal look at this majestic ‘iron horse’, the last of its kind from the steam era. (Optional: full day train excursion).



This evening head to the beautiful waterfront town of Bay City!

[image: ]Dinner tonight in the unique restaurant, Old City Hall.  

The building, from 1890, housed the former local city hall.  

Now it’s a premier place for casual fine dining with a dining experience both memorable and entertaining. 





Tonight, overnight at the Waterfront Doubletree Hotel, in Bay City!
[image: ]Day Two

For two decades, the USS EDSON served as a valuable member of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, earning a reputation as a Top Gun ship and the nickname, “The Destroyer.”  
She initially served in the Western Pacific/Far East, operating particularly in the Taiwan Strait and off the coast of Vietnam.  

The USS Edson is now a museum ship and a National Historic Landmark.  The navy ship is one of only two surviving Forest Sherman-class destroyers.   
 
Groups will be impressed with the preservation of all the artifacts, objects, displays and exact details of what living was like on this working war ship. 


From Ship to Shore…

Imagine a place where art, science, history, music, theatre, dance all come together at one place!  It does at the Midland Center for the Arts in Midland, Michigan.
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The Midland Center for the Arts is not only two performance venues - it also showcases two museums, art studios, and is a historical campus.   

The design and history of the complex includes much of the famous architecture of Alden B Dow.   

Performances at the theaters here range from Broadway, dance, comedy and symphonies.  Each season has a wide variety of venues to choose from.  

Groups may enjoy a cocktail adjacent to the theater at the “Saints & Sinners” lounge prior to the performance.   







Windward Bound……in the waterfront town of Bay City!
[image: ]Sit back, relax, and enjoy the view from the deck of a real Tall Ship. For those looking for more activity, the crew aboard the Appledore Schooner is ready to press them into service and show them how to help work the sails of the tall ship. 
Sailing upriver on the Saginaw Bay, passengers will enjoy the
views along the harbor...all while keeping a sharp eye for Bald Eagles, Snowy Egrets.

The group will toast a glass of wine to a beautiful sunset and an evening of
sailing. A perfect ending to a few days of small town charm.



For more detailed information on the Small-Town-Secrets tour, 
call Circle Michigan at 800-513-6424
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